IT WAS A TIME OF
GREAT SUFFERING,
NOT 60 LONG AGO...

THE NEWS REPORTED
H Ps

THOUWSAN.
MISSING, MORE WOLLP
PISAPPEAR IN THE
NEXT FEW YEARS.

THEIR VOICES WERE

COLP ANP THEIR
FACES STIFF TO

THE TRAGEPY THAT
HAP PLAGUEP A
NATION, A PEOPLE.

T
1 A YOLNG CASSIAN
A WATCHED AS
Jir| FEDERAL ANP STATE
/s INVESTIGATIONS
FOUNP NO CALSE
FOR THE
PISAPPEARANCES.
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THE TWO THINGS ALL
THE MISSING CASES HAD
IN COMMON WAS THE
PRESENCE OF ASH AND
THE SMELL OF ROTTING
MEAT AT EACH SCENE.

| THE PISAPPEARANCES _
WEIGHED HEAVY ON >
EVERYONE WHO FELT < IT MADE PEOPLE LIKE
TARGETED, : : = | CASSIAN AFRAID TO
: — = GO TO WORK OR
SCHOOL, THERE WAS
4 NOWHERE THEY COULP

e SMOKE
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YOU SHOULPN'T RIDE \
YOUR BIKE WITHOUT

A HELMET, YOU COULP
FALL ANP CRACK [\ ; o =
YOUR $KULL ON . R
A CURB, ' WATCH IT! 4
o COULD YOU KEEP \
: \ > | YouR pisTaNCE, ,
\ -\ A convcerner [
 — \ NN CITIZEN.
THE HELL?! N MIND YOUIR
WHAT ARE MANNERS, BOY,
£ , ST
e L / PON'T SPEAK
o AT ALL.
: = sl \
A Ry | LISTEN, /
CONCERNEPD Yy | MAN, YOU NEARLY
AITZEN. AL )i KNOCKED ME OFF WE .
CASSIAN, ‘7 | A MY BIKE. ALL MAKE
= Xy / MISTAKES,
A ] gy & ISN'T THAT
Q \‘I . RIGHTZ
\ i /
| ; \
HOW... - ' \\\\
p%;{%iﬁhégw A ! — » -. _- -
AN TELL ME SOMETHING,
LY CASSIAN, PO YOUR CLASS-
MATES EVER LOOK AT YOU
DIFFERENTZ WHISPER ki
NAMES BEHIND YOUR BACK? ILLEGAL
2 MAKE JOKES? = ;
=l UM... SOME-
i TIMES, THEY v
S THINK T PON'T LIKE? h?
= HEAR THEM,
. BUT I PO. — _
— \ = —— —
Sommaall WELL?
WELL,
WHAT? ARE THEY
™\ RIGHTZ ARE YOU
ILLEGAL? YOU AND
e THE REST OF THE
" VERMIN IN THIS
2

— . HOUSE?

THAT 1S WHEN
THE MONSTER

KNEW. IT HAP
THEM.

I HAVE TO
GO. PLEASE
LEAVE Us
ALONE,




SMOKE FILLEP THE
HOME. EVERYTHING
IT TOLUCHEP
TURNEP TO ASH.

AND YET, THE MONSTER
PRESSED FORWARP IT
PIPN'T CARE WHAT IT

WHAT THE MONSTER SAW WASN'T A THEY NEEPEP TO
FAMILY. TO IT, THEY WERE A PROBLEM PISAPPEAR, TO
THAT NEEPEP TO BE DEALT WITH. [ ROT. THIS WAS A
NECESSARY EVIL.

THE MONSTER WATCHEP THEIR SMILES ANP
LISTENEDP TO THEIR LAUGHTER WITH PISGUST.
IT FELT THAT THAT HAPPINESS HAP BEEN
STOLEN FROM PEOPLE WHO “BELONGED."

BUT WHAT THE
MONSTER PIDN'T
KNOW WAS THAT IT
STUMBLEP ON THE
WRONG FAMILY.




MY OLPER BROTHER
WASN'T GOING TO LET
Us BE TAKEN. THE |
MONSTER PIDN'T KNOW
THIS, BUT WE WERE
A FAMILY OF SERES
MAGICOS. MAGICAL
BEINGS.

HE WAS GOING TO
| use THE MAGIC IN
| OUR BLOOP TO MAKE
THINGS RIGHT. HE
WAS GOING TO MAKE
THE MONSTER PAY.

R

CASSIAN FELT IT
FROM A PISTANCE,
WATCHED AS IT
STALKEP Us. HE

TOLD MAMA ¥
FAFA HIS PLAN.

IT WAS PANGEROUS, BUT OUR
PARENTS WOLULP BE THERE
TO MAKE SURE IT WENT HOW
CASS|AN WANTED. BESIDES,

HE KNEW WHAT IT WAS,

HE WASN'T
SCAREPD.

HE WAS GOING TO SHOW THE
MONSTER THE PAMAGE IT HAD
PONE; THE SUFFERING IT
INFLICTEP ON €0 MANY TO
MAKE THINGS “BETTER."

. <COUGHZ
YOu LOOK
PIFFERENT.
ZCOUGHF

THIS WAS GOING TO BE HIS i < COLIGH> WHAT

REMINPER. CASSIAN SHOWED SH NG T

Pl THE MAN BEHINDP THE MONSTER'S ugl"-: I‘;EEEN;TEASGE
MASK THE FAMILY HE GAVE LP SCOUGHE LIKE T'M
TO PESTROY SO MANY OTHERS, GOING TO SLEEF LIKE

I'LL NEVER WAKE
AGAIN.

THIS WAS CASSIAN'S
JUPGEMENT. THE MAN'S
PUNISHMENT WOULD BE
A LESSON IN EMPATHY.




THIS WAS THE

BEGINNING OF |
CASSIAN'S

GREAT BATTLE.

HE FOUGHT FOR ALL THOSE
FAMILIES WHO HAP BEEN
STOLEN ANP THOSE WHO
WERE STILL IN PANGER
OF PISAPPEARING,

HE PIP WHAT WAS
RIGHT, NO MATTER
WHAT IT TOOK,
LINTIL EVERYONE
WAS SAFE.

i AND WE STOOPD BY HIM

AS HE SERVED HIS OWN

d BRAND OF JUSTICE. |

THERE WAS NEVER
VIOLENT RETRIBUTION.

HE SHOWED THEM
THE EVIL INSIDE
THEMSELVES,
REMINDED THEM OF
THEIR HUMANITY,
HE ACHIEVEP THIS
THROUGH THE
SCOPE OF OUR
FAMILY'S LOVE.




